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W E L C O M E  A D D R E S S  F R O M  C O N F E R E N C E  C H A I R S

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

On behalf of Department of Epidemiology, Lazio Regional Health Service (ASL Roma 1), and of the Program Scientific
Committee, we are pleased to welcome the participants at the 28th Conference of the International Society for
Environmental Epidemiology (ISEE). An exceptional program has been laid out for the next three days during which
internationally renowned experts, researchers, and hundreds of young students from all over the world will present
their research and discuss results. The theme for this conference is “Old and New Risks: Challenges for Environmental
Epidemiology”. The challenge is evident because the world has to face the health consequences of well-established
hazards, e.g. asbestos, pesticides, air pollutants, whose exposure are still to be eliminated or limited while several
vested interests often represent unsurmountable obstacles. The challenge is even more marked when we consider that
during  our  “Anthropocene epoch” the equilibrium of nature has been distorted posing incredible threats to our planets’
sustainability and populations’ health. The challenge is to find innovative methods for exposure assessment, study
design and data analyses to assess health effects and measure changes. 

We are honored to host such an extremely high-caliber and diverse range of speakers from around the world, and we
hope that the program will stimulate an enthusiastic and motivated discussion, the learning and exchange of
experiences among researchers from different backgrounds. The main objectives of ISEE are to facilitate and promote
research in environmental epidemiology, with International conferences as main promoters of such purposes. Our
final overall aim is to inform environmental policies to improve environmental conditions, limit exposure to noxious
agents, and promote a healthy well-being. Thus “consequential” environmental epidemiology.

Rome sets the scene for the conference, with its fascinating historical background, impressive monuments, beautiful
areas and districts. These are to be appreciated together with all the current environmental and societal problems we
face today. Traffic, air pollution, noise, heat island effect, intense urbanization, migration and increasing poverty are
all current visible issues and living experiences. 

However, offering its splendid culture, beautiful sights and delicious cuisine, Rome is ready to welcome everyone
here for the ISEE 2016 Conference. We welcome you to this wonderful event, and to share and exchange ideas with
your worldwide environmental epidemiology colleagues. We hope you will find this meeting compelling and informative.
Meanwhile, we hope you will have a fruitful and impressive experience in Rome. 

We would like to thank each one of you for attending the Conference and bringing your expertise to our gathering as
well to all those individuals  and organizations who have worked together to prepare this meeting and make it a unique
event.

Welcome to Rome, welcome to ISEE 2016!

Francesco Forastiere, Carla Ancona and Paola Michelozzi 

ISEE  2016, Conference Chairs

Rome, September 1st 2016

Francesco Forastiere Carla Ancona Paola Michelozzi



3

W E L C O M E  A D D R E S S  F R O M  I S E E  P R E S I D E N T

On behalf of the International Society for Environmental Epidemiology, it is my pleasure to welcome you to Rome for
the 28th Annual Conference of our society. Rome is one of the most popular cities in the world for visitors and home
of research centres with a long term record in excellence in research in environmental epidemiology. It is no surprise
that the conference has a record large registration.

The Conference Organizing Committee has planned an outstanding meeting focusing on both old and new challenges
in environmental epidemiology that provides opportunities to discuss many of the environmental health issues facing
our global environment. We hope you will take advantage of this opportunity to participate in interesting discussions,
meet with colleagues, and forge new collaborations.

I would like to thank Dr. Francesco Forastiere, Carla Ancona and Paola Michelozzi who have served as the Conference
Scientific Committee co-chairs. I want to acknowledge all of their significant contributions and the efforts of their
colleagues, staff, and volunteers in organizing the conference and also the numerous ISEE members who served in
scientific committees of the conference.

The success of the conference now rests on us, our presentations and participation. I encourage you to experience
as much as you can, to meet new colleagues, to debate scientific perspectives, and to take some time to enjoy this
wonderful city.

Welcome to Rome and to the 2016 ISEE Conference.

Manolis Kogevinas

President ISEE

Manolis Kogevinas
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W E L C O M E  A D D R E S S  F R O M  A I E  P R E S I D E N T

The Italian Epidemiological Association (AIE) is honoured to co-organize the XXVIII Conference of the International
Society for Environmental Epidemiology (ISEE) and welcome you to Rome.

Our association was founded forty years ago and one of our main goals is to establish collaborations between Italian
and international organizations in order to carry out epidemiological research. Environmental epidemiologists make
up a considerable number of AIE members thus making the discipline very strong at the national and international level. 

The ISEE 2016 Italian Organizing Committee  includes AIE members and, given the international  connections, has
contributed to the scientific achievement of the event. AIE also recruited volunteers among its members - public health
institutions, environmental protection agencies, universities - who are working to make ISEE2016 a great success.

AIE and ISEE share a common philosophy: both aim to provide a unique forum for the discussion of environmental
health problems. It is an exciting time for environmental epidemiology which has advanced both in knowledge and
methods, and often is asked complex questions from policy makers, stakeholders, and the public. During the ISEE2016
Conference we have the unique opportunity to rethink old hazards and to know more about new risk factors, all this
could help to answer open questions.

ISEE Conferences are a fruitful exchange among researchers, academics, and graduate students. It is an opportunity
to strengthen public health and reinforce protective measures directed to resolve environmental issues and to ensure
health equity. If “we stay hungry, stay foolish” this XXVIII Conference will be a brilliant example of this tradition.

Roberta Pirastu

President AIE

Chair Italian Organizing Committe 

Roberta Pirastu
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T H E  D E PA R T M E N T  O F  E P I D E M I O LO GY

THE DEPARTMENT OF EPIDEMIOLOGY, LAZIO REGIONAL HEALTH SERVICE (ASL ROMA 1) - ITALY

The Department of Epidemiology (DEP) is an institution that has been operating in Rome since 1979, within the
National Health Service of the Lazio Region (ASL Roma 1). The DEP mission is to provide public health policy makers
with state-of-the-art scientific evidence on the effects of environmental exposures and on the effectiveness and quality
of health care. The DEP performs high quality epidemiological research in environmental and occupational
epidemiology, clinical epidemiology and health services research.

Environmental and occupational epidemiology 

The DEP coordinates the Lazio Regional environmental epidemiology program. The program includes epidemiological
studies on several occupational and environmental risk factors and provides the institutions with the evidence base for
implementing adequate policy and preventive measures. The DEP also performs epidemiological surveillance and health
impact assessment on different environmental exposures (i.e. air pollution, noise, waste, water contamination
electromagnetic fields) as well as performs evaluations of climate change and extreme weather events.

Clinical epidemiology and health services research

The DEP performs research on health service activities at the regional level and provides technical-scientific support
to local and regional managers for decision-making. At the regional level, the DEP monitors the health status of the
resident population. In addition, the DEP has expertise in systematic reviews on health care interventions and on
substance abuse, pharmacovigilance and comparative effectiveness research of drug treatment, socioeconomic and
demographic inequalities in access to care and health outcomes.

The DEP employs around 100 people - a multidisciplinary team which includes medical doctors, biologists,
pharmacists, statisticians and mathematicians, supported by librarians, IT experts, graphic artists and web-designers. 

The DEP is the National Civil Protection Center for the prevention of heat-health effects and The National Center for
Outcome Evaluation Programs. The DEP hosts the editorial base of the Cochrane Centre for Drugs and Alcohol
(cda.cochrane.org). It is the regional reference center for surveillance of drug prescriptions, and is a member of the
European Network of Centres for Pharmacovigilance and Pharmacoepidemiology (ENCePP). 

DEP manages the Regional online public health library (BAL – Biblioteca Alessandro Liberati).

visit www.deplazio.net
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C O N F E R E N C E  O R G A N I Z AT I O N

PROGRAM SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE

ITALIAN SCIENTIFIC COMMITEE 

ABSTRACT REVIEWERS
Thanks to the large number of individuals who volunteered their time to review abstracts for the conference.

Ziad Abdeen
Isabella Annesi-Maesano
Tom Bellander
Rober to Ber tollini
Ber t Brunekreef
Chang-Chuan Chan
Gueladio Cissè

Julie Cwikel
Francine Laden
Tony Fletcher
Elaine Fuer tes
Nelson Gouveia
Anna Hansell
Bin Jalaludin

Klea Katsouyanni
Manolis Kogevinas
Stephanie London
Dana Loomis
Marco Mar tuzzi
Adetoun Mustapha
Lucas Neas

Mark Nieuwenhuijsen
Annette Peters
Beate Ritz
Joel Schwar tz
George Thurston
Mar tin Tondel
Berna van Wendel

Michael Abramson
Gary Adamkiewicz
Margaret Adgent
Keren Agayshay
Ester Rita Alessandrini
Dr Alhaji Aliyu
Antonis Analitis
Carla Ancona
Isabella Annesi-Maesano
Kwaku Poku Asante
Claire Austin
Andrea Baccarelli
Michela Baccini
Dean Baker
Ferran Ballester
Fabio Barbone
Scott Bartell
Xavier Basagaña
Lisa Baxter
Kiros Berhane
Pietro Alberto Bertazzi
Marta Blangiardo
Ellen Boamah
Valentina Bollati
Hanna Boogaard
Riana Bornman
Gayan Bowatte
Carrie Breton
Kathleen Burns
Ennio Cadum
Michele Carugno
Maribel Casas
Wayne Cascio

Dolores Catelan
Giulia Cesaroni
Pau-chung Chen
Tsun-jen Cheng
Guéladio Cissé
Maggie Clark
Myles Cockburn
Aaron Cohen
Gwen Collman
Pietro Comba
Dario Consonni
Susana Cont
Sandra Cortes
Maria Costantini
Christine Cowie
Julie Cwikel
Payam Dadvand
Mohamed Aqiel Dalvie
Kees De Hoogh
Antônio Ponce De Leon
Manuela De Sario
Francesca de' Donato
Martine Dennekamp
Daniela D'ippoliti
Douglas Dockery
Marlose Eeftens
Andrey Egorov
Sara Farchi
Annunziata Faustini
Lucia Fazzo
Daniela Fecht
Maria Foraster Pulido
Francesco Forastiere

Michael Friger
Elaine Fuertes
Kateryna Fuks
Claudia Galassi
Ulrike Gehring
Rakesh Ghosh
Rebecca Ghosh
Emilio A. L. Gianicolo
David F Goldsmith
Nelson Gouveia
Shannon Grabich
Olena Gruzieva
Pascal Guénel
John Gulliver
Monica Guxens
Regina Hampel
Anna Hansell
Russ Hauser
Julia Heck
Joachim Heinrich
Denis Hémon
Jane Heyworth
Susan Hodgson
Gerard Hoek
Barbara Hoffmann
Jane Hoppin
Anke Huss
Ivano Iavarone
Ludmilla Jacobson
Bénédicte Jacquemin
Peter James
Rena Jones
Klea Katsouyanni

Adeladza Kofi Amegah
Manolis Kogevinas
Brama Kone
Sari Kovats
Shira Kramer
Hans Kromhout
Nino Kuenzli
Francine Laden
Margareta Lejonklou
Virissa Lenters
Zeyan Liew
Monica Lind
Jutta Lindert
Petter Ljungman
Danelle Lobdell
Mare Lõhmus
Stephanie London
Dana Loomis
Lizbeth López-Carrillo
Johnny Lorentzen
Ntsoaki Malebo
Helene Margolis
Marco Martuzzi
Milena Maule
Erik Melén
José Antonio Menezes-Filho
Catherine Metayer
Paola Michelozzi
Enrica Migliore
Dario Mirabelli
Ana Maria Mora
Nosiku Munyinda
Adetoun Mustapha

Silvia Narduzzi
Lucas Neas
Raymond Neutra
Mark Nieuwenhuijsen
Peter Odermatt
Bart Ostro
Roberto Pasetto
Annette Peters
Regina Pickford
Samya Pinheiro
Daniela Porta
Rachel Raanan
Katja Radon
Nishadi Rajapakse
Andrea Ranzi
Kristen Rappazzo
Ana Rappold
Lorenzo Richiardi
David Rojas-Rueda
Martin Röösli
Carlotta Sacerdote
Jason Sacks
Sharon Sagiv
Evangelia Samoli
Patrizia Schifano
Tamara Schikowski
Alexandra Schneider
Matteo Scortichini
Claudia Spix
Massimo Stafoggia
Marie Standl
Maciek Strak
Ta-Chen Su

Jordi Sunyer
Magnus Svartengren
Mariana Tavares Guimarães
Benedetto Terracini
Rachel Tham
Martin Tondel
Shilu Tong
Lilian Tzivian
Berna van Wendel De Joode
Ilana Shoham Vardi
Ana M Vicedo-Cabrera
Veronica Vieira
Jean-Francois Viel
Danielle Vienneau
Maria Angela Vigotti
Cristina Villanueva
Marco Vinceti
Jelle Vlaanderen
Ondine von Ehrenstein
Timothy Wade
Robert Wålinder
Katherine Walker
Marc Weisskopf
Peter Westerholm
Amanda Wheeler
Alexandra White
Janine Wichmann
Kathrin Wolf
Jun Wu
Antonella Zanobetti
Amerigo Zona

Paola Angelini
Giorgio Assennato
Fabio Barbone
PierAlber to Ber tazzi
Fabrizio Bianchi
Annibale Biggeri
Lucia Bisceglia
Ennio Cadum

Dario Consonni
Susanna Conti
Pietro Comba
Fabrizio Faggiano
Claudia Galassi
Emilio Gianicolo
Ivano Iavarone
Franco Merletti

Andrea Ranzi
Lorenzo Richiardi
Patrizia Schifano
Salvatore Scondotto
Massimo Stafoggia
Mariangela Vigotti

Danielle Vienneau
(Abstract submission)

Roberta Pirastu

Hanna Boogaard
(Simposia)

Barbara Hoffmann
(Early morning sessions)

Ana Maria Mora
(Post conference workshops) 

Thanks to Jane C. Schroeder, Environmental Health Perspectives
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C O N F E R E N C E  O R G A N I Z AT I O N

LOCAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

SERVICES

Jacqueline Brakey, JRB Productions,Clearfield, UT 84015 (Abstract Processing and Program creation services)

Claire Neri, CS Events (Conference Services)

Eric Bassanesi, CP Centro Pilota Srl (Technical Service)

Luca Carra, Zadig (Scientific Communication and Press) 

Francesca de’ Donato (Chair)

Giulia Cesaroni Patrizia Compagnucci Manuela De Sario Daniela D’Ippoliti

Laura Ancona Federica Asta

Sara Farchi Annunziata Faustini Monica Ferri Ursula Kirchmayer

Damiano Lanzi

Simona Ricci Massimo Stafoggia

Silvia Narduzzi Rachele Pennella Daniela Porta

Simona Vecchi
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G E N E R A L  C O N F E R E N C E  I N F O R M AT I O N

VENUE

Auditorium Parco della Musica

The Rome Auditorium is a multi-functional complex
dedicated to music, contributing to the enrichment of the
already immense patrimony of the Eternal City. The site
chosen for the construction of the Auditorium is on the
narrow plain that stretches from the banks of the Tiber to
the Parioli hill, located between the Olympic Village built for
the 1960 Games and the Palazzo dello Sport and Stadio
Flaminio, designed by Pierluigi Nervi. A site removed from
the city centre offered the advantage of being able to
welcome and easily handle a large audience (thanks to pre-
existing infrastructure nearby), as well as occupying a space
that for a long time had been a kind of artificial fracture, a
“hole” in the city fabric.

The Parco della Musica was designed by Italian architect
Renzo Piano, Jürgen Reinhold from Müller-BBM was in

charge of acoustics in the three concert halls, Franco Zagari was landscape architect for the outdoor spaces.

The three large concert halls are Sala Petrassi, in memory of Goffredo Petrassi, about 700 seats; Sala Sinopoli, in
memory of Giuseppe Sinopoli, about 1200 seats; and Sala Santa Cecilia, about 2800 seats. They are structurally
separated to ensure soundproofing, though joined at the base by a continuous lobby. A fourth "concert hall", called
Cavea, is the open air theater recalling ancient Greek and Roman theaters. The fan-shaped layout is formed around
the central piazza. The Auditorium not only has concert halls, but also a Theatre Studio, Studios 1, 2, 3, and a foyer.
The complex also includes a series of spaces for commercial, recreational, exhibition and study activities.

Address: 

Auditorium Parco della Musica, Viale Pietro de Coubertin 30 - 00196 Rome

Website: 

www.auditorium.com

Getting there

The Auditorium Parco della Musica of Rome is on Viale Pietro de Coubertin, near the Palazzetto dello Sport, off Viale
Tiziano. It is in the Flaminio district of Rome, by the Villaggio Olimpico and can be easily reached by public transport:

Public transportation

From Termini station, bus n°  910, 217.

From the historical center: bus n° 53 (Piazza San Silvestro), Metro A line Flaminio stop (Piazza del Popolo) then no.2
tram to Pietro de Coubertin Auditorium stop)

By car

From the G.R.A. (ring-road around Rome) take the Flaminio Saxa Rubra exit towards Corso di Francia

Or from the Lungotevere Flaminio turn off into Viale Tiziano and then again at the Palazzetto dello Sport (covered sport
complex)

There are large parking garages near the Auditorium Parco della Musica with designated areas for disabled visitors.
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G E N E R A L  C O N F E R E N C E  I N F O R M AT I O N

GENERAL CONFERENCE INFORMATION 

Registration Desk

Telephone number +39 0680241713

Opening hours

Wednesday, August 31 16:30-20:00

Thursday, September 1 8:00-18:00

Friday, September 2 7:30-18:00

Saturday, September 3 7:30-18:00

Badges

All conference participants receive a name badge when registering for the conference. It serves as an entrance ticket
to all conference-related events, including the social dinner, lunches, and coffee breaks and must be worn at all times.
A conference map is included with the badge.

Conference bags

ISEE 2016 provides reusable long-lasting bags made entirely from recycled plastic materials produced under fair-
trade conditions by REFUGEE ScArt – migrant art. Refugee ScArt is a humanitarian project sponsored by the U.N. High
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

Getting to the Sinopoli Hall

The Sala (Hall) Sinopoli is the large auditorium used for the plenary sessions. It accommodates about 1200 persons
in the stalls and in the circle. It is a concert hall and it may take some time for you to reach your seat. Please, be sure
to arrive and enter the hall well before the start of the plenary sessions.   

Internet access

Free WIFI internet access is available. The password is ISEE2016.  

The WIFI works for PCs and new generation mobiles and tablets equipped with dual band. 

Please note: WiFI is provided in the Foyer and common areas, not in the conference rooms.

An Internet point is located in the Foyer (see the map). At the same spot, a charging station is provided for
PCs/tablets/mobiles.

Posters

The poster sessions are held in the Foyer and Poster Areas (see the map). Posters should be on display from 8:30
(at the latest) to 18:00. There is a poster information point (as indicated on the map) located in the Foyer to help you
find your designated spot and to pick up printed posters ordered from the ISEE 2016 web site. Plan enough time to
display your poster, dedicated staff will assist you onsite. At the end of each day, posters need to be taken down, so
please make sure to collect your poster no later than 18:00. 

Each day, a selection of the best rated posters (highlighted in the program book) are presented in “Poster Corners”
of each poster area.
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G E N E R A L  C O N F E R E N C E  I N F O R M AT I O N

Slide Center 

Opening hours:

Thursday, September 1 9:00-18:00

Friday, September 2 7:00-18:00

Saturday, September 3 7:00-18:00

The PowerPoint slide format is 4:3 (16:9 only for the plenary sessions in Sala Sinopoli). PowerPoint presentations
must be compatible with Microsoft Office 2010.

All presentations need to be uploaded from the Slide Center where technical staff assist with the upload of your files
and provide the opportunity to preview your presentation. Please note, that uploading your presentation in the session
room itself will not be possible.

Please bring your presentation on a USB stick and ensure that your presentation is uploaded well in advance (at least
2 hours before your oral presentation). If you are unavoidably delayed, you must still go directly to the Speaker Ready
Room.

Do not plan to use your own laptop for presentations. Apple Mac computers will not be provided in any of the ISEE
session rooms.

If you intend to use multimedia or similar content in your presentation, communicate with the Slide Center staff well
in advance to ensure that your presentation will run smoothly.

Please plan to arrive at your presentation room a few minutes in advance. Presentation files will be preloaded on the
laptops in the individual Conference rooms.

Lunches

A buffet lunch is provided for all participants from Thursday to Saturday, from 12.15 to 13.00 in the Foyer of the
Auditorium. We offer seasonal, locally produced food typical of the Mediterranean, including vegetarian dishes. A
gluten-free menu is also available. Food is not allowed in the conference rooms of the Auditorium.

Cocktail reception 

A cocktail reception will be held at the Auditorium at the end of the first day of the Conference on Thursday, September
1 from 19:30 till 21:30. During the cocktail, the Students and New researchers network (SNRN) will be performing
the first ISEE Science Slam.

ISEE General Members meeting

The ISEE general meeting will be held on Friday, September 2, in Teatro Studio from 17:40  to 19:00. 

ISEE Conference dinner  

The conference dinner is scheduled on Friday, September 2, at Villa Piccolomini (www.villapiccolomini.it). 
See the specific page in this program.

Taxi telephone numbers

06.3570 or 06.5551 or 06.6645
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G E N E R A L  C O N F E R E N C E  I N F O R M AT I O N

Water 

Drinkable water is available at the “Water House” located just in front of the Auditorium venue, and in all the restrooms. 

First aid

Medical first aid is available at the entrance (left side) of the venue (see the map).

ATM Machine

An ATM machine is available outside the venue (see the map).

People with restricted mobility

Auditorium Parco della Musica supplies assistance for people with restricted mobility, staff members can escort them
to the lifts and to the reserved seats in the Rooms. Special passenger shuttles will be available for people with mobility
problems to carry them to the Social event venue. 

Smoking 

Smoking is not allowed in any area of the Conference Venue.

Air conditioning 

Central air conditioning is provided at the Auditorium. The dress code is casual. Please feel free to wear comfortable
clothes suitable for walking to and from the venue in warm weather.
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P L E N A R Y  S E S S I O N S

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

11:15 - 12:15 Sala Sinopoli

OPENING PLENARY SESSION “TRADITIONAL RISK FACTORS IN ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH”
Chairs: Carla Ancona, Josep Maria Antó

Pietro (Pier) Alberto Bertazzi, Università degli Studi di Milano, Italy
Industrial disasters: 40th anniversary of the Seveso accident in Italy

The 1976 disaster in Seveso, Italy left a legacy of utmost relevance and contributed to a
major shift in the way society, people and industry consider the environment-and-health
issue. Main aspects of this legacy concern policy, science, research and the community.
Policy: The accident prompted the adoption of new EU legislation on the control of industrial
activities and their effects on the environment and people’s health. Science: The accident
provided fur ther insight into the effects of 2,3,7,8-tetracholorodibenzo-p-dioxin (TCDD) on
humans. Research: Seveso made it clear that for a complete health impact assessment, in
addition to chemical exposure, the post-disaster stress, personal characteristics and the
measures implemented to respond to the disaster should be considered.  Community: People
need to be protected, but also to play an active role in the response and recovery phases.

Proper communication and participation avoid mistrust, control stressful factors and foster population resilience.

Pietro (Pier) Alberto Bertazzi, MD, MPH began his career as an internist at the Milan University Hospital in Italy. The opportunity
to address occupational health problems and care for working patients progressively led him to widen his scientific and medical
interest to the study of people’s living and working environments. He completed his training at the UNC School of Public Health
in Chapel Hill, NC and at NIOSH in Cincinnati, OH. His main focus was on the employment of epidemiological methods for the
study, recognition and management of work-related disease determinants. When new tools for the study of molecular
mechanisms of exogenous risk factors became available, he set up a molecular epidemiology lab where biologists,
epidemiologists, statisticians, physicians and other scientists worked together. One major result was the US-Italy collaborative
case-control study on “Environment And Genetics in Lung cancer Etiology-EAGLE”. Environmental epigenetics is the latest
development of his work with studies focused on benzene, air pollution and metals. He was temporary advisor to several
international organizations (WHO, EU, ILO-BIT, IPCS). In the mid-eighties, he became professor at the Milan State University
Medical School where he was appointed director of the Department of Clinical Sciences and Community Health with a joint
appointment at the Department of Preventive Medicine of the Milan Fondazione Ca’ Granda Policlinico Hospital.

Annette Peters, Helmholtz Zentrum München, Germany
Air Pollution Health Effects: What we know and what we should know

Health effects of ambient air pollution have been consistently demonstrated over the past
decades. An association between short-term and long-term exposures to ambient particulate
matter with morbidity and mortality was observed. Combustion-related particles and gaseous
pollutants are responsible for a substantial burden in urban areas around the globe. Recent
data suggests that beyond the lung, the cardiovascular system is affected as well as other
organs. The pathophysiological mechanisms hypothesized to be responsible for triggering the
events as well progression of disease will be reviewed. The pollutants themselves do not act
in isolation and individuals are exposed to various risk factor combinations including
behavioral and life-style related risk factors, socio-economic factors. While continued
research effor ts are needed to substantiate the science base, there is sufficient evidence to

fur ther strengthen effor ts around the world to provide clean air for all. 

Annette Peters directs the Institute of Epidemiology II at the Helmholtz Zentrum München – German Research Center for
Environmental Health, Neuherberg, Germany. She studied biology, mathematics and epidemiology at the Universities in
Konstanz and Tübingen, Germany as well as at the Harvard School of Public Health, Boston, USA. She has pioneered work
identifying the link between ambient particulate matter and cardiovascular disease exacerbation. Furthermore, she was among
the first examining the role of ultrafine particles in epidemiological studies. Today, she directs the population-based KORA
cohort in the region of Augsburg, is a principal investigator of the German National Cohort and a member of its board of
directors. Her research interest is to integrate the assessment of environmental exposures with chronic disease epidemiology
and biomedical approaches utilizing high throughput technologies such as whole genome-wide methylation or metabolomics.
She has served on numerous scientific panels and expert groups including the group that drafted the global guidelines on air
pollution published in 2005 by the World Health Organization, a panel that advised the International Olympic Committee during
the Beijing Olympics in 2008 and chaired a grant panel of the European Research Council. She teaches as an adjunct associate
professor at Ludwig-Maximilians Universität, München, Germany and at the Harvard School of Public Health, Boston, USA. 

Foto: Michael Haggenmüller/ Helmholtz Zentrum München.

Pier Alberto Bertazzi

Annette Peters
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P L E N A R Y  S E S S I O N S

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

08:30 - 10:15 Sala Sinopoli

PLENARY SESSION “NEW ISSUES IN ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH”
Chairs: Paola Michelozzi, Nino Kunzli

Donna Mergler, Université du Québec à Montréal, Canada 
Gender-based analysis of environmental factors

We all know that boys and girls, men and women differ biologically and in their social and
power relations throughout the life span. However, research in environmental epidemiology
often does not consider sex and/or gender as a characteristic that requires in-depth
consideration. The terms sex (biological attributes) and gender (socially constructed roles
and behaviour) are often confused and used interchangeably. Throughout the lifespan, sex
and gender are in interaction and both may play a role in influencing exposure and effect.
Adjusting for sex/gender as a covariate does not necessarily take into account the
underlying biological processes, the gender-related environmental profile of exposure, the
social modifiers or the consequences on health and well-being.  Integration of sex and
gender considerations into research design and analyses would improve our understanding

of exposure pathways and the associations between environment and health outcomes, as well as providing better gender-
and sex-sensitive intervention strategies to reduce harmful environmental exposures and improve health. 

Donna Mergler is a Professor Emerita at the Université du Québec à Montréal (UQAM), where she had been a professor in
the Depar tment of Biological Sciences. She is a member of the research group CINBIOSE (Centre de recherche
interdisciplinaire sur la biologie, la santé, la société et l’environnement), the World Health Organisation and Pan-American
Health Organisation Collaborating Centre for the Prevention of Occupational and Environmental Illness. The primary focus of
her research is on early neurotoxic effects of exposure to occupational and environmental pollutants, including manganese,
methyl mercury, persistent organic pollutants, solvents and pesticides. Over the past twenty years, she has contributed to
the development of an ecosystem approach, which is grounded in methods involving community participation, combining
quantitative and qualitative information, and gender and social equity, with a view to bringing about concrete and lasting
solutions to problems of environmental degradation and pollution. Between 2008 and 2014, she headed a Canadian Institutes
for Health Research (CIHR) Emerging Team on Gender, Environment and Health, whose objective was to develop new methods
for incorporating sex and gender considerations into environmental health research and intervention.

Donna Vorhees, Health Effects Institute, USA
What does the science behind hydraulic fracturing headlines tell us about health
risk?

The rapid expansion of shale oil and natural gas development in the United States brings
significant oppor tunities along with questions and controversies about its potential effects
on the health of people living nearby. Widespread media repor ts about contaminated water
and air have fueled community concerns. Might living near shale development put people
at increased risk of adverse health effects? The scientific literature is growing, with use of
various methods to assess whether and how people’s health might be affected by shale
operations. Ideal studies would include reliable measures of both exposure and health
outcomes in the same population, but such studies are lacking. This presentation will
summarize what research has told us to date and the questions that remain. It will conclude

with a proposed path forward to answer the questions with research that is not only of high quality, but also has the
necessary credibility for acceptance by individuals with widely divergent views and for use to develop sound policy. 

Donna Vorhees directs the energy research program at HEI. She is leading an effor t to develop and implement a Strategic
Scientific Research Agenda designed to understand potential human exposures and health effects from unconventional
oil and gas development and how they might be prevented or minimized. Dr. Vorhees has 25 years of consulting
experience, assessing multi-pathway chemical exposures in indoor and outdoor environments, quantifying human health
risks, and communicating risks to affected communities in the United States on behalf of government and private clients.
Dr. Vorhees has conducted similar assessments in Nigeria and Cote d’Ivoire on behalf of the United Nations Environment
Program. She currently serves on the USEPA Board of Scientific Counselors Subcommittee on Chemical Safety for
Sustainability, has served on National Research Council committees (Health Risks of Phthalates and Sediment Dredging
at Superfund Megasites) and other advisory committees, and has been a peer reviewer on numerous health risk
assessments prepared by the USEPA, the Consumer Product Safety Commission, and Health Canada. She is Adjunct
Assistant Professor at the Boston University School of Public Health where she teaches Risk Assessment Methods. Dr.
Vorhees received her ScM and ScD in Environmental Health from the Harvard School of Public Health.  

Donna Mergler

Donna Vorhees



14

P L E N A R Y  S E S S I O N S

Andy Haines, London School Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK
Facing the challenge of climate change-the prospects for health following the Paris
agreement

Climate Change is a consequence of the emissions of carbon dioxide from fossil fuel
combustion and other sources together with the emissions of shor t lived climate pollutants
(SLCPs) – including methane, black carbon (BC) and Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs). The
ground breaking negotiations in Paris were widely considered to be a political success but
staying below 2°C temperature rise, a widely accepted target, implies that CO2 emissions
are reduced to net zero by 2060-2075. Current unconditional commitments of emission
reductions are insufficient to achieve the 2°C target and could result in a  world which is
on average  3 degrees or so hotter than pre-industrial times. This would have major
implications for human health including through increases in exposure to thermal stress,

floods and droughts, impacts on crop yields and food security.  Policies to achieve deeper cuts in greenhouse gas
emissions are needed in a range of sectors including energy, transpor t, the built environment and food and agriculture.
These would bring health co-benefits as a result of reduced air pollution, increased physical activity and healthier diets. 

Sir Andy Haines is Professor of Public Health and Primary Care at LSHTM. He was Dean (subsequently Director) of the
London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine for nearly 10 years until October 2010.He was a family doctor in inner
London for many years and formerly Professor of Primary Health Care at UCL. His international experience includes a
secondment at WHO Geneva and working in Jamaica, Nepal and the USA. His publications cover topics such as climate
change and health, evaluation of complex interventions in primary care and various aspects of global health policy. He has
been a member of many national and international committees including the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change (for the 2nd, 3rd and 5th assessment repor ts), the WHO Advisory Committee on Health Research, the Sustainable
Development Solutions Network and is currently a member of the Scientific Advisory Panel of the UNEP-hosted Climate
and Clean Air Coalition. He was chair of the Task Force on Climate Change Mitigation and Public Health which published
a series of ar ticles in the Lancet in 2009 and the Rockefeller Foundation /Lancet Commission on Planetary Health which
published its repor t in 2015. His research interests currently focus on the implications of global environmental change
for health. 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

08:30 - 10:15 SALA SINOPOLI

PLENARY SESSION ”METHODOLOGICAL CHALLENGES IN ENVIRONMENTAL EPIDEMIOLOGY”
Chairs: Roberta Pirastu, Robert Devlin

Joel Schwartz, Harvard University, USA
Causal inference in environmental epidemiology

Joel Schwar tz, Ph. D is a Professor in the depar tments of Environmental Health and
Epidemiology at the Harvard School of Public Health, on the steering committee of the
Harvard University Center for the Environment, and Director of the Harvard Center for Risk
Analysis. His major research interests include health effects of air pollution, of heavy
metals, climate change, and drinking water. He has examined these questions using a
variety of methods including time series, case-crossover, and case-only analyses of
administrative data, survival and repeated measures analyses of cohor ts, panel studies,
etc. These have included a range of outcomes from cognitive function to biomarkers of
hear t disease to mor tality. He has recently focused on environmental epigenetics, as well
as gene-environment interaction studies. In addition, he has been involved in exposure

modelling, including both land use regression approaches as well as use of remote sensing data and chemical transpor t
models, and in methodological issues, including dose-response modelling, causal modelling, and data fusion. Prof. Joel
Schwar tz was a recipient of a John D and Catherine T MacAr thur Fellowship.

Andy Haines

Joel Schwartz
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Roel Vermeulen, Utrecht University, The Netherlands
Exposome and Omics

Recent years have seen tremendous technological advances in array and sequence based
biotechnologies where the number of markers being measured can be described by an
exponential function closely following Moore’s law. These advances enable investigators
to now explore broadly the full range of the molecular epidemiology paradigm: 1)
exogenous and endogenous exposures, 2) downstream molecular signatures of such
exposures, 3) early signs of adverse biological effects, 4) preclinical disease, and 5)
clinical subtypes of disease and the interaction of these steps with the genome. In this
delineation of events the specificity of the exposure signal is likely to decrease while
mechanistic and disease specific signals increase. As such, at every point of this
delineation a mixture of OMICs signals are likely to be present varying from purely

exposure, to a mixture of exposure, mechanistic, and early disease, to primarily disease signals. In this view of OMICs in
environmental health, the area of Exposomics focuses primarily on steps I and 2 of the delineation while the downstream
events (steps 3 to 5) of the molecular epidemiology paradigm focuses more on understanding the underlying mechanism
of exposure-disease relationships and identifying translational oppor tunities at the individual level. While conceptually
these biotechnological advances allow for this delineation, and early work provides promise, there remain challenges in
the use and interpretation of OMICs in environmental health research. 

Dr. Roel Vermeulen is an Associate Professor at the Institute of Risk Assessment Sciences at Utrecht University, The
Netherlands and holds an adjunct Professor position at the Public Health depar tment at the University Medical Center
Utrecht, The Netherlands and a Visiting Professorship at Imperial College London, London, UK. Dr. Roel Vermeulen is
trained in occupational hygiene/exposure assessment and molecular/occupational/environmental epidemiology. 

Shira Kramer, Epidemiology International, Inc. USA
Taking Sides in the Courtroom: The Epidemiologist as Expert and Advocate

Epidemiologists can serve justice and influence policy as exper t witnesses in the legal
arena of tor t actions by providing testimony relating to causation. “Exper t” implies
extensive, balanced knowledge of a particular area of study. The combative modus operandi
in the cour troom, however, undermines objectivity as exper ts are thrust into the role of
advocates. Multiple drivers propel this position, including the compelling and often
egregious facts of the case, unethical actions by defendants and their counsel, attacks on
exper ts, untrained fact finders who are unable to evaluate complex data or misrepresented
epidemiological principles, and imbalances in resources when challenging powerful
moneyed interests. Despite these obstacles, par ticipation in this highly impactful process
is critical to our mission, balancing the roles of impar tial exper t and cour troom advocate.

The experiences that led to my engagement in over thir ty cases against large corporate defendants are illustrated with
selected issues from the first large case for which I served as a key causation exper t.

Dr. Shira Kramer holds a B.A. in the Biological Sciences from The Johns Hopkins University, a Master’s degree in Human
Genetics, and a Ph.D. in Epidemiology, both from The Johns Hopkins University School of Public Health. Dr. Kramer
served on the faculty of the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine and the Children’s Cancer Research Center of
the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, from 1978-1984.  She conducted research into the epidemiology/etiology of
childhood cancers, taught epidemiologic methods, and co-authored two textbooks. Dr. Kramer founded, and serves as
President of two companies, Epidemiology International and Sterilex Corporation. Epidemiology International conducts
research on the health effects of environmental, occupational, and pharmacological agents. Sterilex Corporation develops
antimicrobial products targeting resistant microorganisms and bacterial biofilm. During her professional career, Dr. Kramer
has served as an epidemiological exper t witness in state and federal cour ts in over thir ty cases as a plaintiff’s exper t.
She is a co-author of the ISEE Ethics Guidelines for Environmental Epidemiologists. 

Roel Vermeulen

Shira Kramer
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17:40 - 18:45 SALA SINOPOLI  

PLENARY SESSION “AFTER GLYPHOSATE: EVIDENCE EVALUATION FOR PUBLIC HEALTH POLICY”
Chairs: Michal Krzyzanowski, Manolis Kogevinas

Discussants:  Erik Lebret (RIVM Netherlands) and Mireille B. Toledano (Imperial College UK)

Rodolfo Saracci, IARC, Lyon, France
The hazards of hazard identification

Hazard identification , the first step in the path towards control of toxic exposures, is itself
composed by multiple steps involving problematic aspects that range from fundamental
epistemology of causation in science to operational questions on how to evaluate results
from studies affected by minor or major shor tcomings . Three problematic aspects,
potentially ‘hazardous’ for the process of hazard identification, are wor th discussion in
view of recent methodological developments and  case-based  debates, notably in the area
of carcinogens identification. First how grading of the evidence for or against toxicity in
humans may combine criteria to define causality with empirical testability of causal
hypotheses. Second how prior assumptions, often implicit, about possible toxicity may
influence the interpretation of available results, in par ticular from epidemiological

investigations. Third how objective conditions of conflict of interest may even inadvertently affect the judgment of scientists
taking par t in the identification process. Clarity about these aspects can help to prevent distor tions resulting in false
negative or false positive hazard identifications.      

Dr. Rodolfo Saracci qualified as an MD, followed by work and a specialty in internal medicine and by a postgraduate
degree in medical statistics. He ‘discovered’ epidemiology at the MRC Statistical Research Unit in London - directed by
the late Sir Richard Doll - that he had joined for training in clinical trials methodology. His extended career as a research
epidemiologist has been principally developed at the WHO International Agency for Research on Cancer (IARC) in Lyon
as a staff member and Chief of the Unit of Analytical Epidemiology. He is currently Senior Visiting Scientist at IARC where
he also chaired the Ethics Review Committee. His main research has been on cancers in relation to the general, domestic
and occupational environment, interactions between carcinogens and methods of exposure assessment in the context of
epidemiological studies. He has also kept an active interest on ethical issues in epidemiology and a continuous involvement
in teaching of epidemiological methods: in 1988 he founded the European Educational Programme in Epidemiology of
which he has been the Director until 2013 and is currently a teacher. He is a Fellow of the UK Faculty of Public Health and
has been President of the ADELF, Association des Épidémiologistes de Langue Française and of the IEA, International
Epidemiological Association.

Rodolfo Saracci



17

I S E E  C O N F E R E N C E  D I N N E R

CONFERENCE DINNER

The conference dinner will be on Friday, September 2, 19:30 - 23:30, at Villa Piccolomini (www.villapiccolomini.it),
Via Aurelia Antica 164, a renaissance villa surrounded by a beautiful park with breathtaking views of the city and of
Basilica San Pietro. The dinner will be based on the flavors of the Mediterranean, entertainment will start with live music
by Nando Citarella (www.nandocitarella.it), great interpreter of Classical Neapolitan Song, and his group made up of
guitars, mandolins, vocals, percussion, keyboards and dancers.

The concert will be followed by a DJ set and dancing. 

A free bus service will be available from Auditorium to Villa Piccolomini. 

Buses will depart just outside the Cavea (main entrance) from 19:00 up until 19:30. 

Return trips back to the Auditorium will be from 23:00 to 24:00. The bus will stop at:

• Largo Bartolomeo Gastaldi (Hotel Polo and Hotel Duke);

• Via Filippo Civinini (Hotel Regent and Grand Hotel Ritz);

• Piazza delle Muse (Grand Hotel Hermitage);

• Auditorium. 

To enter the Conference dinner bring your badge and the ticket for any accompanying persons. 
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STUDENT AND NEW RESEARCH NETWORK EVENTS

SNRN Science Slam - 20:00 Thursday, September 1 - Foyer

The first ISEE Science Slam will take place during the Conference cocktail reception. Five contestants will present
their research in an entertaining 8-minute performance. Come and vote for the best performance!

SNRN Early Morning Sessions 

7:30- 8:30 Friday, September 2
“An Interactive Ethics Workshop for Young Researchers – a Joint Session of the ISEE Ethics and Philosophy Committee
and the SNRN”

7:30- 8:30  Saturday, September 3
“Building Your Network: How to Connect and Make it Count”

SNRN Connection Corner - 10.15-10:45, September 2 - 3

The SNRN Connection Corner is a casual meeting space where senior investigators and grant program officers make
themselves available so that students and new researchers can stop by and chat with them in an informal relaxed
atmosphere. The SNRN connection Corner is located in the Cavea just opposite the RISONANZE Room and is open
from 10:15-10:45 (during the morning coffee breaks) on September 2 and 3.

Social event - ISEE World Cup - 19:00 Saturday, September 3 

A 5-a side mixed football tournament will take place on Saturday, September 3 from 19:30
onwards at Orange Futbolclub (www.futbolclub.it) Via degli Olimpionici, 71.  Students and New
researchers can be part of a team and play or just come along and cheer while having an Italian
style “aperitivo” and meet new ISEE members. A dedicated lounge area with background music,
drinks and snacks will be available next to the football pitches. 

Check the web page www.isee2016roma.org for further details.
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CONFERENCE SUSTAINABILITY 
Several efforts have been made to minimize the environmental impact and carbon footprint of the 28th ISEE Annual
Conference. 

Lunches and refreshments 
Only seasonal, Mediterranean food from regional producers will be provided, with a strong preference for vegetarian
options. During lunches and refreshments, beverages will be served in glass bottles and cups. Tap water will be
served as the main beverage during the conference. A prefabricated water house will be made available for conference
participants to get fresh sparkling and natural water from local aqueducts. Water from all the fountains in the city is
drinkable.

Conference material 
Conference bags are durable and reusable, made entirely from recycled plastic materials produced under fair-trade
conditions by REFUGEE ScArt – migrant art. Refugee ScArt is a humanitarian project funded by the Spiral Onlus
Foundation and sponsored by the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) – Office South Europe. In a
workshop space made available by Rome’s solid waste treatment company, refugees transform plastic waste materials
into artistic fabric-like sheets which are then used to manufacture objects. 
Visit www.refugeescart.org.

Reusable water bottles/cups will be provided to all participants.

The organizing committee will reduce promotional material and encourages participants to collaborate in reducing
paper waste by using the electronic version of the conference program which will be available on the website before
the conference start date. 

Certificates of attendance. Certificates will be sent via email, again minimizing the use of paper and printing.

Transportation to the conference social dinner
Buses from the Rome public transport service have been reserved for Friday evening to transport guests from the
conference venue to the social evening venue, Villa Piccolomini. The meeting point will be communicated to
participants during the conference. 

While in Rome, conference participants are encouraged to use public transport. 

The most sustainable way of moving in Rome is by bicycle. Visit the map of the bike roads in Rome 
(www.agenziamobilita.roma.it/it/piste-ciclabili.html).

Accommodations
The organizing committee recommends hotels and hostels in proximity to the conference and venues to reduce the
transportation impact of the event.

Waste
Throughout the Conference, efforts will be adopted to ensure the minimization of waste production and the promotion
of selective waste collection and recycling. The catering service follows an environment-friendly code.

Social activities
Among the social activities are some sporting events organized to promote physical fitness and wellness of conference
participants. Visit www.isee2016roma.org/events.

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
We try to remove barriers to accessibility that can result from challenges and circumstances such as physical
limitations (e.g. restricted mobility) and social differences (social status and nationality).

Special passenger shuttles will be available for people with mobility problems to carry them to the Social event venue. 

The conference venue Auditorium Parco della Musica provides a special textured footpath for the blind or visually
impaired that guides guests with special needs from the entrance to all the Rooms. Inside the venue, there are several
tactile maps to guide guests to the different halls and the other places inside the building. Auditorium Parco della
Musica supplies assistance for disabled people, staff members can escort them to the lifts and to the reserved seats
(that are always placed close to the best rows).
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JOHN GOLDSMITH AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO ENVIRONMENTAL
EPIDEMIOLOGY
The John Goldsmith Award is for sustained and outstanding contributions to the knowledge and practice of environmental
epidemiology.  This annual award was established to honor John Goldsmith, one of the organizers, early leaders, and constant
supporters of the ISEE, who passed away in October 1999. ISEE has chosen Dr. Philippe Grandjean, MD, DMSc, as the recipient
of the 2016 John Goldsmith Award. 

During the Plenary Session on the evening of Thursday, September 1, Dr. Grandjean will deliver the Goldsmith Award Lecture:
“Environmental epidemiology – lost in translation?”

Philippe Grandjean
Dr. Grandjean is Professor of Environmental Medicine at the University of Southern Denmark and
Adjunct Professor of Environmental Health at Harvard School of Public Health. He is a founding Editor-
in-Chief of the open-access journal Environmental Health.  He serves as member of the European
Environment Agency’s scientific committee and the World Health Organization’s European Advisory
Committee on Health Research. His research on children’s health and environmental pollutants has
been supported mainly by the National Institute for Environmental Health Sciences and has led to 300
journal publications. Grandjean’s book “Only one chance - and How to Protect the Brains of the Next
Generation” was well received and has now been translated into French (“Cerveaux en danger”) and
Danish. In 2004, he received the ‘Mercury madness award’ from eight US environmental NGOs, in
2012 the Science Communication Award from the University of Southern Denmark, and in 2015 the
Bernardino Ramazzini Award.

Environmental epidemiology - lost in translation?
Epidemiology has been ridiculed as a black-box endeavor that contemplates associations but leaves causality as an elusive
mystery. The critique is unfair, but two crucial issues need renewed attention: 1) What could the implications of the pertained hazard
be in a worst-case scenario? 2) Do our findings appropriately represent the specific hazard and its plausible effects?  Unfortunately,
so-called Type 3 errors are common, and we often fail to recognize how imprecision causes bias. Inference can then become
narrow and misleading.   While avoiding empty advocacy, we need to sharpen our translation of environmental epidemiology. In
a science narrative, our research can fall victim to unwarranted politicking; and in a public health narrative, it falls victim to callous
ivory towering. These views are not contradictory but reflect the crossfire when research aims at inspiring public health action.
Responsible translation of our research is obligatory in our commitment to public health.

REBECCA JAMES BAKER MEMORIAL PRIZE 
In August 2004, environmental epidemiologist Dr. Rebecca James Baker died unexpectedly at the age of 33, of a pregnancy-related
heart condition. Rebecca was particularly committed to environmental epidemiology as a tool for improving public health and
quality of life and to working with people from different cultures and backgrounds. 

To honor Rebecca’s memory and to encourage students and new researchers to follow her example, the Rebecca James Baker
Memorial Prize is awarded each year at the ISEE Annual Conference. 

The awardee is selected among graduate students and new investigators within three years of having completed their degree who
are first authors on an accepted abstract for the Annual Conference. 

The awardee for this year will be announced during the Plenary Session on the evening of Thursday, September 1, namely: 

Ana Maria Mora
Dr. Mora completed her PhD degree in Epidemiology at UC Berkeley School of Public Health in May,
2014 and is currently working as an Associate Professor at the Central American Institute for Studies
on Toxic Substances (IRET) at the Universidad Nacional in Costa Rica, and a Postdoctoral Fellow at
the Department of Environmental Health at Boston University School of Public Health. She has been
involved with studies focused primarily on the health effects of exposures to environmental toxicants,
including pesticides, heavy metals, and per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances, in pregnant women and
children. 

Dr. Mora is a native of Costa Rica and she completed her Medical Doctor degree from University of
Costa Rica in 2005. After finishing her PhD degree in the US, she moved back to Costa Rica and has
been living there since.
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TONY MCMICHAEL MID-TERM CAREER AWARD
The Tony McMichael Award is funded by an AJ (Tony) McMichael Endowment Fund that is held at the Australian National University,
where Tony was Director of the National Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health. The Tony McMichael Mid-Term Career Award
recognizes a mid-career scientist who has pursued innovative, independent research in environmental epidemiology. The awardee
is an innovative scientist, has been recognized as an excellent mentor and teacher of environmental epidemiology, has made significant
contributions to the practice of environmental epidemiology and has contributed meaningfully to ISEE. This annual award was created
to honor Tony McMichael, who passed away in 2014. He was a world-renowned epidemiologist, known not only for his original
scientific work, but also for his compassionate mentoring of junior colleagues. Tony is described as being “visionary, inspirational
and an epidemiologist in a league of his own”. He was a pioneer, in particular exploring the myriad pathways whereby global climate
change will affect our health and well-being. Tony was deeply involved with the International Society for Environmental Epidemiology,
including a term as President from 2008-2009.  The Australian National University is delighted to be able to award the Tony McMichael
Award at the ISEE annual conference to one or more outstanding mid-career researchers. 

The inaugural Tony McMichael awardees will be announced by Prof. Robyn Lucas during the Plenary Session on the evening
of September 1. The award will go to:  

Dr. Mireille Toledano is a senior lecturer in epidemiology at Imperial College London and an investigator of the MRC-PHE Centre
for Environment and Health specializing in environmental and spatial epidemiology.  She was awarded a Master's degree in
environmental epidemiology from the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, and a PhD in Epidemiology from Imperial
College London.  Her research to date focuses on early life epidemiology and environmental exposures, including birth, child and
adolescent health in relation to water quality and disinfection by-products, air pollution, noise, non-ionizing radiation, waste incineration
and green space. Her primary interest is the set-up and coordination of longitudinal studies involving the collection of new environment
and health databanks as a resource to the environmental epidemiologic community. These include COSMOS, a cohort of 105,000
adults across the UK, the SCAMP neuro-cognitive and behavioral cohort of 6,000 adolescents across London including biological
samples and the IBMS study, the largest collection of breast milk around sources of urban environmental pollution across the UK and
2nd largest in Europe.  She is a past Councilor of ISEE and is currently vice-Chair of the ISEE European Chapter.

Marc G. Weisskopf, Ph.D., Sc.D., is Associate Professor of Environmental and Occupational Epidemiology at the Harvard T.H. Chan
School of Public Health in the departments of Environmental Health and Epidemiology.  Dr. Weisskopf received his Ph.D. in Neuroscience
from the University of California, San Francisco, and his Sc.D. in Epidemiology from the Harvard School of Public Health. He also
spent two years as an Epidemic Intelligence Service Officer with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention working on
environmental health issues in the Wisconsin State Health Department. His neuroscience work focused on molecular and cellular
aspects of neural signaling and plasticity. His epidemiological expertise and research focuses on environmental risk factors for
neurological function and disease, including autism spectrum disorders, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease, cognitive
function, and psychiatric conditions.  Dr. Weisskopf also explores the use of physiologically-based methods for assessing toxicant
effects on the brain, and epidemiological methods issues that relate to environmental health studies. He is currently a Councilor of ISEE.

BEST ENVIRONMENTAL EPIDEMIOLOGY PAPER AWARD
This ISEE annual award for the best environmental epidemiology paper published in a peer-reviewed journal aims to recognize
excellence in the field of environmental epidemiology and encourage the publication of outstanding papers. Criteria for the award
include but are not limited to: quality, originality, importance/impact, and relevance to environmental epidemiology.  The winning
paper is selected by the ISEE Best Environmental Epidemiology Paper Award Committee and approved by the ISEE Council. The
handling editor of the journal in which the paper is published will receive a special certificate. 

ISEE has selected the Best Environmental Epidemiology Paper Award for 2015: 

Gasparrini A, Guo Y, Hashizume M, Lavigne E, Zanobetti A, Schwartz J, Tobias A, Tong S, Rocklöv J, Forsberg B, Leone M,
De Sario M, Bell ML, Guo YL, Wu CF, Kan H, Yi SM, de Sousa Zanotti Stagliorio Coelho M, Saldiva PH, Honda Y, Kim H, Armstrong
B. “Mortality risk attributable to high and low ambient temperature: a multicountry observational study” Lancet 2015;
386(9991):369-75.

NEW RESEARCHER BEST ABSTRACT AWARD 
ISEE presents two awards to the best abstracts in environmental epidemiology submitted to the annual conference by a new
researcher. New researchers are considered those who have fewer than five years of experience from their terminal degree in the
field of environmental epidemiology or other related disciplines. The awardees for this year will be announced during the final
Plenary Session on the evening of September 3.

STUDENT POSTER AWARD 
ISEE presents three awards to the best scientific poster presented by a student at the Annual ISEE Conference. The awardees for
this year will be announced during the final Plenary Session on the evening of Saturday, September 3.
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POST CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS

Post-conference workshops will be held on Sunday, September 4 for pre-registered participants.

Post-Conferences workshops held at Auditorium Parco della Musica

Post-Conference Courses held at the Grand Hotel Ritz, Via Domenico Chelini, 41 (see map page 25)

Further information on the ISEE website www.isee2016roma.org.

TIME LOCATION TITLE

9:00-12:30 Sala Ospiti The Exposome: from concept to practice

9:00-12:30 Risonanze Mediation analysis in Environmental Epidemiology: key concepts,
challenges, and application of modern causal methods

9:00-12:30 Studio 1 DAGs & the Environment: Practical Applications of Causal Inference
Methodologies in Environmental Health Research

9:00-12:30 Studio 2 Writing and Publishing Environmental Epidemiology Research Papers

9:00-12:30 Studio 3 Innovative Approaches to Scalable Research on Household Air Pollution

9:00-12:30 Teatro Studio Applying Epigenetics to Environmental Health and Epidemiology

TIME LOCATION TITLE

9:00-12:30 Sala Regency Analysis of cohort studies with Stata and R

14:00-17:00 Sala Regency Epigenomic Data Lab – Hands on Session for Epigenome-Wide DNA
Methylation Data Analysis

9:00-17:00 Sala Euclide Up and running with R statistical software
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ANCILLARY MEETINGS

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

ISEE Council 
8:00-10:30 Meeting Room

ISEE Latin American and the Caribbean
(LAC) Chapter Members’ Meeting
8:00-10:30 Studio 3

COST Action meeting 
13:00-14:15 Studio 1

Annual Conference Planning Committee 
13:00-14:15 Studio 2

EHP Associate Editors meeting
13:00-14:00 Studio 3

Ethics Committee
13:00-14:15 Sala Ospiti

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

ISEE Council 
7:30-8:30 Meeting Room

ISEE Africa Members’ Meeting
13:00-14:15 Studio 1

ISEE Asia Members’ Meeting
13:00-14:15 Studio 2

ISEE Europe Members’ Meeting
13:00-14:15 Studio 3

Ethics Committee
13:00-14:15 Sala Ospiti

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

Early-mid carrier postdocs meeting
9:30-12:30 Meeting Room

ESCAPE meeting
13:30-16:00 Meeting Room

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

ISEE Council 
7:30-8:30 Meeting Room

Capacity Building Committee
13:00-14:15 Studio 2

ELAPSE project meeting
13:00-14:15 Studio 3

ISEE Policy Committee
13:00-14:15 Sala Ospiti

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31 

ISEE Council 
12:00-17:00 CDA Room
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SATELLITE EVENTS

Satellite events will take place on Wednesday, August 31 at the Grand Hotel Ritz (Via Domenico Chelini, 41, 00197
Roma) 11 min walk to the main ISEE conference venue.

Environmental Public Health Tracking: Experiences and Tools to Support Public Health Research and
Decision-Making

9:00-13:00 

HEALTHY-POLIS: Developing Urban Life Course Approaches in Response to Climate Change

14:00-18:00 

Epidemiological preparedness and response to environmental disasters

14:00-18:00 

For details of these events please check the isee2016 website 

www.isee2016roma.org/satellite-events

Grand Hotel Ritz location
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FA C T S  F O R  T H E  V I S I T O R

FACTS FOR THE VISITOR

Rome tourist attractions

Visit www.turismoroma.it. (English, Français, Espanol, Deutsch). Maps to download (city map, bus and metro maps)

Roma Pass for free entry to museums  and public transportation ( valid for 48/72 hours). You can purchase the Roma
Pass at all major Archeological sites (Roman Colosseum, Roman forum etc) travel agencies, tourist information points
(APT tel. 06 488 991), newsstands, tobacconists (La Tabaccheria) and some museums and hotels.

Info at www.romapass.it

Public transports

Rome has a public transport system consisting of buses, metro, tram and city railways.

Information on time tables, network, routes planning, people with disabilities needs, and fares can be found at
www.atac.roma.it

Tickets. If you plan to use public transportation only occasionally Your ticket is a BIT (1.50 euro); if you need to travel
on different means for the whole day or for several hours Your ticket is ROMA24h; for two, three or seven days Your
tickets are ROMA 48h, ROMA72h, CIS ticket.

Taxi

RADIOTAXI  06.3570, SAMARCANDA 06.5551; PRONTO TAXI  06.6645. Chiama Taxi  With this app you can call your
taxi from your smartphone o tablet reducing waiting times and costs. Taxi Companies offering Wheelchair-accessible
taxis: Easy Access 06.3570 www.3570.it/servizi/mobilita/en.default.asp

Money

The Italian currency is the EURO. (1 euro =1.086 USD).  All major credit cards are known and accepted throughout
most establishments although smaller restaurants may not have facilities or may have a policy of a minimum charge.
Anyway it's a good idea to carry a little cash at all times. ATMs are available everywhere.

Tipping

In restaurants check that a 10% service charge is not already included in the bill. In bars and cafes tipping is less
frequent, some leave a few coins. 

Telephone or fax

The international code for Italy is 0039 (+39). The city code for Rome is 06 and must be dialed with local calls. Local
and long distance calls can be made from public phones. Public phones only accept phone cards, these can be
bought at Tobacconists and Newsstands. 

Emergency number 112

Electricity

220V AC. Plugs are either 2 or 3 prong. Most hotels have hairdryers or shaving points. Adaptator can be bought at
hardware store.

Smoking in public places

Smoking inside is forbidden. Smoking is allowed in streets and in open areas.
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C O N F E R E N C E  S C H E D U L E

DETAILED 
CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

See the Online Abstract Book, Environmental Health Perspectives

ehp.niehs.nih.gov/isee
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 31 
16:30 - 20:00 Registration       
 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1 
 
08:00 - 18:00  Registration  
 
10:30 - 11:15 WELCOME ADDRESSES 
 
11:15 - 12:15 OPENING PLENARY SESSION: TRADITIONAL RISK FACTORS IN ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH   SALA SINOPOLI 
 
12:15 - 13:00  Lunch          FOYER 
 
13:00 - 14:15 POSTER SESSION 1         POSTER AREAS 
 
14:15 - 15:45 PARALLEL SESSIONS 
  SINOPOLI - Health Effects of Long Term Exposure to Air Pollution 
  PETRASSI - Symposium:  The Broadening Noise Phenome and its Biological Links 
  TEATRO STUDIO - Symposium: Climate Change -  Beyond the Paris Agreement: How can Environmental Epidemiology Contribute? 
  RISONANZE - Prenatal Exposures and Pregnancy Outcomes 
  OSPITI - Arsenic and Health: Contemporary and Emerging Research 
  STUDIO 1 - Pesticides and Health in Latin America: Old and New Risks over the Lifespan 
  STUDIO 2 - Radiation and Electromagnetic Fields 
  STUDIO 3 - Food, Nutrition, and Microbiome 
 
15:45 - 16:10 Coffee Break         FOYER 
 
16:10 - 17:40 PARALLEL SESSIONS 
  SINOPOLI - Symposium: Recent Developments in Air Pollution Exposure Assessment 
  PETRASSI - Acute Exposure to Air Pollution and Novel Cardiovascular Outcomes 
  TEATRO STUDIO - Climate Change, Mitigation Measures and Co-benefits 
  RISONANZE - Advances in Temporal and Spatial Models 
  OSPITI - Earth, Wind and Fire: Environmental Factors Related to Active Travel 
  STUDIO 1 - Symposium: Ethical Challenges for Epidemiologists in the Legal Process 
  STUDIO 2 - Indoor Air:  From Observations to Interventions 
  STUDIO 3 - Endocrine Disruption from Birth through Childhood 
 
17:40 - 19:20 PLENARY SESSION: AWARDS        SALA SINOPOLI 
 
19:30 - 21:30 Cocktail reception         FOYER 
 
20:00  Science Slam 
 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 
 
07:30 - 18:00 Registration 
 
07:30 - 08:30 EARLY MORNING SESSIONS    

   TEATRO STUDIO - The use of Satellite data in air pollution exposure assessment: new opportunities for environmental epidemiology 
  and global methodological challenges 

   RISONANZE - Old risks, new diesel engine technologies and the public health impacts 
   SALA OSPITI - Improving impact of epidemiology on public health policy: lessons from risk assessment and systematic reviews 
   STUDIO 1 - Supporting Creative Minds – The European Research Council (ERC) 
   STUDIO 2 - Creating Healthy City Environments 
   STUDIO 3 - An Interactive Ethics Workshop for Young Researchers - a joint session between the ISEE Ethics and Philosophy  
   Committee and the SNRN 

 
08:30 - 10:15 PLENARY SESSION: NEW ISSUES IN ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH     SALA SINOPOLI 
 
10:15 - 10:45 Coffee Break         FOYER  
 
10:45 - 12:15 PARALLEL SESSIONS  

SINOPOLI - Symposium: New Frontiers for Environmental Epidemiology in a Changing World 
PETRASSI - Air pollution, diabetes and metabolism 
TEATRO STUDIO - Air Pollution and fetal growth 
RISONANZE - Extreme weather events and health effects (Climate change and Health) 
SALA OSPITI - Chemicals and children's health 
STUDIO 1 - Symposium: Atmopheric Aerosols and Health. Results of the Supersite project in Emilia-Romagna region (Italy) 
STUDIO 2 - Women's Health and Environmental Inequalities 
STUDIO 3 - Linking risk assessment with risk communication for better evidence informed policy making 

 
12:15 - 13:00 Lunch          FOYER 
 
13:00 - 14:15 POSTER SESSION 2         POSTER AREAS 
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2 
 
14:15 - 15:45 PARALLEL SESSIONS 

SINOPOLI - Symposium: Environment and ageing 
PETRASSI - Traffic noise and novel health outcomes 
TEATRO STUDIO - Symposium: The health impact of industrially contaminated sites, a global environmental health challenge 
RISONANZE - Ambient Air Pollution- Respiratory Disorders (adults) 
SALA OSPITI - Metals and children's health 
STUDIO 1 - Air pollution biomarkers 
STUDIO 2 - Participatory epidemiology to improve policy implementation 
STUDIO 3 - Temperature and health. Subgroups at risk 

 
15:45 - 16:10 COFFEE Break         FOYER 
16:10 - 17:40 PARALLEL SESSIONS 

SINOPOLI - Neurodevelopmental/degenerative Disorders and Air Pollution 
PETRASSI - Causal Inference in Environmental Epidemiology 
TEATRO STUDIO - Methodological advances in exposure assessment of air pollution 
RISONANZE - Symposium: Atlanta to Asia: Measuring the effectiveness of air quality action 
SALA OSPITI - Household biomass use and health 
STUDIO 1 - Climate change and health (Non-temperature-related impact) 
STUDIO 2 - Symposium: Environmental Health Challenges in Africa: The IRS dilemma 
STUDIO 3 - Waste and soil contamination 

 
17:40 - 19:00 ISEE GENERAL MEMBERS MEETING                        TEATRO STUDIO 
 
19:00 - 19:30 BUS TO CONFERENCE DINNER 
19:30 - 23:30 CONFERENCE DINNER 
 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 
 
07:30 - 18:00  Registration  
07:30 - 08:30 EARLY MORNING SESSIONS 

TEATRO STUDIO - The end of big birth cohorts? 
RISONANZE - Ultrafine particles and airports – exposure and health effects 
SALA OSPITI - Cheating and Environmental Health 
STUDIO 1 - Arsenic in Food: Exposure, Microbiome and Health Impacts 
STUDIO 2 - A damaged foundation: How environmental exposures disrupt the immune system 
STUDIO 3 - Building your network: how to connect and make it count 

 
08:30 - 10:15 PLENARY SESSION –METHOLOGICAL CHALLENGES IN ENVIRONMENTAL EPIDEMIOLOGY   SALA SINOPOLI 
 
10:15 - 10:45 Coffee Break         FOYER 
 
10:45 - 12:15 PARALLEL SESSIONS 

SINOPOLI - Symposium: Health Effects of Ozone Exposure - Recent evidence, new pathways of research and future concerns 
PETRASSI - Early life exposures and DNA methylation markers 
TEATRO STUDIO - Exposure Assessment/Exposome 
RISONANZE - Symposium: Climate Change and Health in Africa -  Challenges with Water-related and Vector-borne Diseases 
SALA OSPITI - Occupational and environmental exposures and non-malignant diseases 
STUDIO 1 - Prenatal and early life dioxin exposure and children's health 
STUDIO 2 - Integrating environmental risk factors in cancer etiology, surveillance and prevention 
STUDIO 3 - Metals and health 
 

12:15 - 13:00 Lunch          FOYER 
13:00 - 14:15 POSTER SESSION 3         POSTER AREAS 
 
14:15 - 15:45 PARALLEL SESSIONS 

SINOPOLI - Air Pollution and Cancer 
PETRASSI - Symposium: Air Pollution and Brain Health: The role of neuroimaging 
TEATRO STUDIO - GIS and exposure assessment of air pollution 
RISONANZE - Green Spaces, Built Environment, and Human Health 
SALA OSPITI - Symposium: Environmental exposures and women’s perinatal health: Implications for chronic disease risk 
STUDIO 1 - Children's pesticide exposure, endocrine disruption, and neurodevelopmental effects 
STUDIO 2 - Health impact assessment of air pollution and environmental exposures 
STUDIO 3 - Environmental disasters and evidence of health risks: cases from different continents 

 
15:45 - 16:10 Coffee break         FOYER  
16:10 - 17:40 PARALLEL SESSIONS 

SINOPOLI - Symposium: Causal inference methods for estimating health impacts of environmental policies 
PETRASSI - New Applications of Land Use Regression Modeling 
TEATRO STUDIO - Temperature and mortality - environmental and socioeconomic impacts 
RISONANZE - Ambient Air Pollution & Respiratory Disorders 
SALA OSPITI - Symposium: Is it “Build it and they will come?” New insights on strategies, tools and policy approaches to promote 

active travel 
STUDIO 1 - Occupational exposures and cancer 
STUDIO 2 - Persistent organics: Longitudinal studies in adults and newborns 
STUDIO 3 - Early-life exposure to PFAS and metals and health effects 

 
17:40 - 18:45 CLOSING PLENARY SESSION - AFTER GLYPHOSATE: EVIDENCE EVALUATION FOR PUBLIC HEALTH POLICY SALA SINOPOLI 
 
18:45  MEETING ADJOURNS 
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